
May 26, 2017 
 
 
Kate Early, MA 
International Liaison and Scholarships Sections 
American College of Surgeons 
633 North St. Clair Street 
Chicago, IL 60611-3211 
 
 
Dear Ms. Early, 
 
Thank you again for the privilege of serving as the 2016 Health Policy Scholar representative 
from the New England Surgical Society and the American College of Surgeons. I am 
appreciative for the opportunity to participate at this level of continued education and happy to 
provide a brief final narrative and financial report from the Scholarship award. As I reflect, on 
the year since sitting at Brandeis, a number of lessons resinate with me repeatedly. The first is 
that surgeons are uniquely qualified and often are born leaders. The second is that leadership 
skills are unique; they are teachable and need to be learned. The third is summarized in a quote 
from Stu Altman as he says, “you guys aren’t the problem, but you certainly haven’t been part of 
the solution”.  This statement I think echoes the fact that as surgeon leaders, we need to have a 
much better understanding of policy, advocacy activity and process.  The old saying “think 
globally act locally” really comes to mind and I believe it is especially true in my position as a 
pediatric surgeon in New England with the prospect to rethink optimal care of surgical services 
specifically for children regionally. 
 
Many times this year, I found myself opening up the large syllabus binder flipping through the 
pages and rereading articles from the course and reviewing slides from multiple professors.  For 
me personally, the very actionable items leaving the course had to do with my abilities to act as a 
leader with respect to high performance teams and team functioning. I have spent a lot of time 
reflecting on self-awareness and emotional intelligence including social awareness and how that 
works within the operating room culture, within my own division, within my training program 
and the education of our residents and fellows. In particular, the take home lessons on conflict 
resolution through the concept of principal negotiation is something that has struck a chord with 
my current position and work both, in and out of the hospital. I feel it has also made me a much 
more patient participant in regional and national committee work. 
 
I have continued to refer back to Professor Altman’s lecture slides and readings as he presented 
such a big picture history of healthcare economics and the current problems that exist. Having 
said that, I became frustrated realizing that as a Pediatric Surgeon so much of the conversation 
about MACRA, MIPS and alternative payment models have very little to do with children.  I 
reached out to my senior pediatric surgical colleges in the American Pediatric Surgical 
Association (APSA) and previous Brandeis course graduates, doctors Langham and Dillon and 
current classmate David Bliss. I look forward to continued involvement in my own society with 
respect to avenues for advocacy on behalf of children’s surgical services. In the current political 
environment, it is very challenging to understand how the new administration will impact 



healthcare and how we deliver care.  It has only fueled my desire to remain involved in 
understanding what I and we can achieve locally for our patients.   
 
I found the lecture materials on financial literacy from Brenda Anderson and all of the materials 
from Dr. Chilingerian to be helpful throughout the year returning to their lecture slides on 
numerous occasions.  Locally, I have been added to the resident education lecture series on 
healthcare policy related topics. Of course I served to review candidates from the New England 
Surgical Society for the upcoming healthy policy scholarship year.   
 
I recently returned from the American College of Surgeons Leadership and Advocacy Summit in 
Washington, DC.  I found this to be a great culmination of thought and action and am inspired to 
return next year for continued involvement at the advocacy level for the college and with our 
representatives.  I look to remain involved on behalf of pediatric surgical patients with the 
American Pediatric Surgical Association and the New England Surgical Society in healthy policy 
related committee agenda tasks.  I look forward to continued evolution as a surgical leader in my 
organization.  
 
From a financial point of view as you know, the scholarship was used to support the tuition at 
Brandeis for the week and the monies returned to me were then used to cover room and board of 
the conference hotel location. The remainder of those monies was used for travel and registration 
to offset the costs of the Leadership and Advocacy Summit I just referred to. 
 
In summary, the course has had continued impact on my thinking and my professional activities 
both locally and regionally.  I look forward to continued opportunities to participate in leadership 
roles with respect to health policies for surgical patient’s in particular children surgical services.  
I am grateful for the education and understanding of how government representatives work and 
create legislative agendas and how we as a lobbing body might keep them in check.  Thank you 
again for the opportunity to serve as a 2016 Health Policy Scholar from the New England 
Surgical Society and the American College of Surgeons.  I look forward to continued work as a 
Fellow of the college on health policy related issues. I am excited to participate in other 
opportunities to have a positive impact on effective healthcare policies for all.   
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Christopher S. Muratore, MD 
NESS-ACS 2016 Health Policy Scholar. 
 
 
 


