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Dear Kate, 

 

When I applied for the American College of Surgery/New England Surgical Society 

Health Policy Scholarship I wasn’t quite sure what to expect.  I have taken a leadership course 

for division chiefs at the Harvard School of Public Health in the past and imagined that the 

Leadership Program in Health Policy and Management at Brandeis University’s Heller School 

was going to be some of the same.  I was surprised to find myself riveted and challenged in many 

ways.  The program opened my eyes to Management Science in Healthcare and made me realize 

that as a developing surgeon leader I needed to learn more about this topic.  So much so that I 

decided to enroll into the Executive MBA Program of the Heller School and am currently six 

months into this 16-month program.  In many ways, the Leadership Program in Health Policy 

and Management was a preamble to the MBA and I am taking a deeper dive into the topics 

covered in my original week at Brandeis.  I hope that the MBA will strengthen my ability to 

understand the changing healthcare climate and give me the tools I need to play a relevant 

leadership role in my institution.  

 

I had the wonderful opportunity to attend the American College of Surgeon Advocacy 

meeting in Washington DC last week.  This experience has not only opened my eyes to the role 

of the College in advocacy but also taught me, first hand, how our government works.  The day 

spent on Capitol Hill allowed me to interact with Congress-people and their staffers from my 

state of Massachusetts and was exciting, riveting and educational.  The way that we interacted in 

our respective groups was also wonderful and reinforced my commitment to the Massachusetts 

Chapter of the American College of Surgeons where I currently serve as councilor. 
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I used the scholarship fund to attend both the week long course and spent four days in 

Washington, DC at the American College of Surgeons Advocacy Conference.  

 

The American College of Surgery/New England Surgical Society Health Policy 

Scholarship is an outstanding introduction to topics that surgeon leaders need to understand to 

function at a high level in their organizations and beyond. It has given me an excellent 

perspective and encouraged me to want to be more active in the College.  I am eternally grateful 

to the College for providing me with this wonderful opportunity. 

 

 

Sincerely 

 
Alik Farber MD 

 

 

 


